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dominion of a series of Ilkhans, we find Baghdad reduced
to being capital of a province, now called for the first time
Al-Iraq-al-Arabi.

With Mongols pouring out of the east and crusaders threaten-
ing the west, the Islamic world had for some time now
been in very straitened circumstances. The fact that it did
not in the end go under, but survived to see a new period
of glory under the Ottoman Sultans, was perhaps due to an
inherent quality of the Muslim religion. The last Ilkhan him-
self embraced Islam, and we are suddenly faced with the
extraordinary spectacle of the wolf not only lying down with
the lamb but eventually succeeding in effacing himself alto-
gether ; of the Mongols, in fact, ' seriously preparing to absorb
the remnants of the civilization which they had destroyed,
and becoming, as a result, gradually merged in the general
body of the population, to disappear as a separate entity
altogether *.